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dent, | do not dishike or de-
New [ogland. 'l am conieut to
ledge her meris, to deal jusly
evple, and even to overluvk in
degreo :‘Il L coneeive to be her
s of opinion and extravsgancies of
2 _toan qiﬂ Fast is, Ln
trious, enterprising and thrifty; his

ble, and his achieve-
in u comstiule a prom-
the national history. He

\a of private life and
Has reolaimed the forest and the prairic

-

¢« Arkansas, were rejected by a vote of 27

Ik

BLOOMSBURG.

G. COLUMBIA CO., PA..

those governments set up under his au- | It is zl<o to Le conmsidered that the
thority and protection should be recog- | power to admit members by each House
pized 2s lawiul and valid governments 'of Cobngress is beyond dispute; for it
for those Statesin all respects, and thay 72sts wpon a clear, distinet provision of

; the Constitution. By a simple, direct
e e who niberd 1o e, oboull, 15 SOTLER, 0yl 20
| reprosented in both Tlouses of Cungress at onee make restoration complete,
H . o . x A : ( I have not been at all troubled by the
!'and participate in presidential elections. | ST nt et . th be
A doctrine 5o unreasonable, so mon- - EoWeENt, somelimes urged, that these
Woth Goe il 10s 3’ BBo hnllc’nge d. 1y | State goversmebts were irregular in ori-
was r'es'iltcd in lp'ol!gresl and rc-.ialed gin; that nospecific law authorized the
Skt suesiarsy’ O the 20 of :-I"“‘ appoiatment of provisional governors,

1864, Fishbaek and Baxor, clsiming % Siberized the provisional governors
seats im s Sepate as Nenators from ! . . , ’ TR 1
@ u ‘stitutions, \What is material in the mak-

(ing ol a constitution ie, that the people
| concerned shall in fact make or adopt it;
and the means by which their power is
called into action for the purpore is im-
material, if there be no cogstraint.

The convention which formed the
Pennsylvania constitution of 1776, was
called by the Philadelphia committee of

1

| i 6. On the Sth day of Fcbruary, 1865,
Il:un;rcu by joint resolution determined
that the electoral votes of Louisiana, Ar- |
ansas, Tennessce, and Virginia, (as|
"well as ofgother sonthern States,) should
not be counted lor President and Viee
"President in the joint convention of the
two Hou%és then about to be held. And

aTIt

‘ “motivity bas been a grest cle-
mﬂ--;ilﬁgnnl force and of pational
pre s. And he has won distinetion |
WAr,

s at the last eescion, clrimants to seats in

tbis Segate from Lousianaia, Arkansas, |

and Virginia were not admitted.
la alkthis I concurrcd most heartily. |

hought it unjust and seandalous that|
a small part of the population of a|
southern State should wicld the whole |
political power of the State in Congress |
and in the election of Presilent. Be- |
sides, the governments sct up in those |
State g were military rather than popular; |
they were, notorivusly, not oamly set up
but couducted under military sarveil- |
lanee., In short, they were military and
provisional, both in origin and character, |
and were wholly unfit to wicld the for-
mer political power of those States in|
this Government.

Bat, as local governments for the pres-
ervation of order and in aid of our mil-
itary power, they were, in my opinion,
most proper and useful. Local govern-
ment which would otherwise have been

of man; has been scuve inPmanared exclusively by onr mititary offi-
‘improvement and in estab- | cer<, under the President, was, through
a litersture which, however de-{ them, managed and. administered (as (ar
y BiVES P of future execl-| as conld bedoue with safety) by the peo-
ﬂgh‘“ n a prodacer of wealth, | plo themselves, T'hose who were friendly |

ts> our cau-¢ in the hostile section; who
adhered to us in the struggle in whigh
we were engaged, acted in aid of us dnd |

the oceay as well as upoo the laad, ] in subser vienee to our military command- |
~in paval conflicts in the lute|ers, conducted their own affuirs.
jnd still more in former wars, but | gur Army was in Mexicn under General

When

also in the pursuits of peaceful commerce. | Seott, the munieipal authorities of eitics

_Ile carries our flag over great scas, to
distan i-lands,and to the uitermost parts
of the ecarth.

and towns who were friend!y or abstain-
ed from hostilities against us.were per-

He drops the line as a| mitted to carry on their ows local gov-

ut i-berman off the Newfoundland ' ernments in sabordination to our aathor-

' wor follows, witl poised spear, the ] ity.
atd the whale smong the iee-| culty
A buundred years | provisional govergors and local govern-

bergs of the North.

I could never sce the slightest diffi-
in holdiog that Mr. Lincoln’s

wise and thrils of the New | ments were quite regular and lawful.—

e -
o wan b ?HII ;i!ui by their fisheries.”

excellent 1 the connection in

j it is used—I once thought was a

jotillation of the fine genius of Burke

| mariner was celebrated by Ed- | But it was quite absurd to hold, as sume
wmund Barke in language that will never | heid, that they were State governors

and State governments in the ordivary

rexad by | sense of tho-e terms, and that the mincr-
. 8ir, that cxcellent word | ities who submitted to them were to be

considered thic wholé people for purposes
of represcotation im Uongress and for
pasticipativn in presidential electivns.

so until I remem-! DBuat pow, the war being concluded,

: ‘ ) "ik_‘f_lel‘ ma-ter bu_:fore bim i_the southern armies having surrendered,

Watout |
T wibe vexed Bermoot hes.”

the whole southern people having sab-

| mitted to the authority of the United

yr ! ;@1&“'38‘3 is to be found in the  States, the question of the recoguition
g' T f{of these Lincoln governments rccars

: sthen, that T am oot p'rompl-

| Upomn us
ror jeslousy toward the | sk recognition from the President ands
‘to mention the remedial | from Congress as real and completo State

They are st:1l in existence,and

W .!i“ will remove the inrqual- | governments for all persons whautoever. |

of, or at least reduce it! It clearly follows, from what I |

1ave |

ple bounds. The first rem- | gaid, that the argument in their favor |
what has alrcady been sug- masisbe placed npon grounds which did

admission of Scnators ioto| not exist during the war.
rom . . pendence of military control, and the ac-
20y iscreosing the whole quiescence of the people of the States
mbers in the Senate the!interested, must clearly appear to jnstify |

the elgven States of the

will sink in relative
it will not disap- |

tent and perpicious | State governments origzinally., however | _
! negroes and mulailoes are also eounted, in

The second and more | Jocal aud provisional ia character and |
be an amendment subservicnt to military domination for

i
-

readjusting scnatorial |

Actual inde: |

the full admission of their claims [low.
gver imperfect they may have been as

merly, they may beeome complete and |

‘upon a more just hasis. | seceptable State governments by the act
led that States contsin- | or acquieseence of the people converned, |

a0 doe million and less thanl
bheee millions, two Senasors; and States
‘contsisiag more than three millions,
Seoators, This :::naegemem'ill:‘
fepresentation in cnate mue
qual and  satisfictory than it now |
aght {56t to meet with offjection
quas ter. ill make three
nte ving rep-
ion to its
while

1 =

nion,

regular and lawful. The people have,

the wilitary power formerly excreised |
over them being withdrawn. In this
view, neither irregularity of origin por |
au imperfect constitation in their earlier |
stages necd preven! their present recog-
pitios. I am content to take up cach
casz and jugde it wpon the particular
facts which pertain to it. |
But most of the reorganized State)
vernments present themselyes before us |
in o different atiitude ; they form & dis- |
tiget class from those just mentioned.
They have been formed at the instance |
of the President of the United States|
since the termination of the war, and in
» manaer which [ consider to be.perfectly

through seleeted delegates, formed con- |
stitutions of State government, and have,
subsequently, under regulation of law,
eleet:l Legislatares and Rcpreseutatives |
in Congress. Aund their Legislatares |
have selected Senators for seats in this
body. Tho procéeding of reorganization
has been popalar, although initiated by

. tion in the form in which it passedthe House

| ed by the resoclution,
| stitution represeniation is based vpou the |

| asmuch 24 slavesy no longer exisis.

correspondence, and not by the Legi:-
latare. No law whatever authorized the
convention, and yet it made & constitu-
tion which stoed for fourteen - years as
the constitution of Pevnsylvania, 2od |
the State. came into the Federal Uagion
with it as ber fundamental law. In that
constitution the council of ecensors estab-
lished by it was authorized to call con- |
ventions to amend the constitutions, and
there was no other provision for amend-
ment, Yet under a simple resolution of

| the Legislatare a convention was c¢hosen |
| which formed the constitution of 1790, |

which is yet in existence. .

I may also mention, what is well |
koown, that scveral new States whose |
constitutions were irregular in origin |

| have bacn admitted juto,the Union by |

Congress. It was held to be sufficient
that they were“in fact made by the peo- |

: ple whe were to be bound by them.

AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION.

Having spoken to the other points pro-
posed to myself for discussion a1 this lime,|
come 1o the last and principalone. | mean
the question ol amending the Constitation |
on the gubject of representation.

The pending proposition of amendment |
was, in its original form,introduced inlo the
House of Representatives on the Sih o! Jan-
nary, by one of the members [rom Maine.
For parposes of convenieuce, [ shall call it |
the Blaine amendmant, naming it after the
gentieman who propased il

It was, in a modified form, referred 1o the
committee of filteen, reported back 10 the |
House, and zfier some consideration agamn
referred 10 the commiltee on the 301!
Januvary. The comminee again reported i
to the House on the [oilowing day, wher
it was passed under the operation of the
previous qaestion, withoat general dabates,
The member reportingit was permiued (o
supporl it in a speecraf much bitterness
and power, but the mouth of oppositior wagy,
closed.

y  af
1 O

I is now belore us for considera-

and reads as follows :

Aaticte~Represeniatives shall be ap-
portioned among the several Mtates which l
may be included within his Union accord-
ing 1o their respecuve numbers, counting |
the whole number of persons in each Siate,
excluding Indians not taxed : Provided, That |
whenever the eleciive ranchise shall be de-
nied or abridzed 1 any State on account ol
race or color, all persons (herein ol spech
ruce or coloreshall be excloded from the
basis ol represeuntation.

By relerring (o one of the clanses of the
Constitution, read by me in the cuiset ol
my rematks, we are enasbled o understand
the nature and extent of the change propos-

By the exisung Coa.

whole number of inhabitanis in the Siales
exclosiva of Indians not tazed. Females
clildren, and foreigners ace counted,and al

The |
computation of “‘three filihs ol all other
persons” besides (reemen, as conlem Slated |
IR the Constitution, will no lonzer be made ;
for there is no class of inhabitants which
falls withio the description of (hose words
I'hey are hencefarih inoperative and nse.esa
It follows that ali inhabitanis in a siate, ex-
cept ontaxed Indians. are to be counted lor
purposes of representation under the Con=
stitntion. And it will be observed that the
rale for apporiicning Representalives accor-
ding to populaiion will be alse the role fos
imposing direct laxes, Each Siate is to pay |
direct taxes according to the whole combe:
of its inhabitanis, excloding Indians cntax.
ed. Theabrogation of the three filths rule
by emancipation applies equally to the ap-
portionment of Representatives and the im- |
position ol direct raxes, Whatever change
has been cacsed by emanecipation applies
equally 1o both these subjects.

Now, the Blaine amendment, learing the
Conslitution to stand apon this subject in all
other reepects precisely as [ have described
iyprovides that whenever in any State there
shall be an exclusion from ihe elective fran-
cliisenn account ol race or color, all per-

{ stands and always has steod, taxalion

| Bbjectionabie

 amendmendt.

dueted Irom the population of the State in
assigning it Represeniatives in Congress. —

WEDN
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[ upon the Siates, we accepled all its appro-
priate consequences, including some en-

Every Siale in which Africans or Asiatics largement of tlie representative basis. That

are found is 1o be subjecied 10 a. conslitu-
tional pressare in favor of indiscriminating
suffrage to all races and colors of mankind
found within its borders. If it refuse or
nealect to establish sueh indiscriminating

suffrage, it is to pay the penally in a loss of | because it covers bul a pant
-

power in the Federal goverrment. And it is

it waaour act instead of the act of the
States we propose to disfranchise, can ULe
no reason for imposing vpon them the pres-
en! amendment.

2. The argument

=

ia plainly inssflicient,
ol the subjeci=

maiter of the amendment. The argument

(o be obsetved that ever'where the disfran.  applies only to two fifihs ol the slave pop-

chisemens: i# but partial, the whole race,and
aot merely the part disfranchised, s
deductad Irom the population of the
in assigning it Representatives.

Now, one of two things maost happen in |

& Siate in case this amendment be adopied.

Negro or Ariatic snffrage must be accepled, t which did not join the rebeilion, and every-
'or the State will be stripped of a' portion of | where excludes colored non.voters,whether
the powes which she now holds under the slave or free before the war, from compus
Thin is, :herelore: a penal tation. The fsee negroes of Pennsylvania |
amendment. While it assumes to leave the  and of Margland are 10 be excloded from

ConstHuiion.

nlation emnnc:pa!ed by the war Blat the

to be | amendment applies to the whele negro pop-
State | ulation, whether slave or Iree belore the |
war, wherever suffrage is withheld t:mnJ

them. It sirides heavily al the represgnta-
tion of Maryland,Keutucky,and other Siates,

H 21, 1866.
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egree to modify it in its particular applica- | | am opposed 10 peny smendments, proe
tion to some community or class ol persons | posed suddenly here, in the sbsence of
in the spirit which prompted oorfathers in | members from nearly one third of the
the adoption of the three-fifths clanse ; but | States, without any iosligation or p'_l;iot
this would be a concession to pagticular cir- knnwledgs of the people, and to be adopt- -
cumstances. consisting an exception to the | ed by Legislatures chosen wi(boul'lay rél-
rule and not an ebendenment of the role it- | #rence to the (uesiions we thrast ‘upoa
" sell, them. :
For the present, < in passing npon the 5. Finally, in submilting amendments at
Blaine amendment, we can have no diffi-  this tims, we invile a dispule npon .she
colty in determining that the exception | question of the degree of logislative assent
which it-proposes 1o the rull® of population | necessary to their adoption. I ratified by
the Legislatures of less than three fourths
| of all the Siates, their validijy will be de«
nied, and their ecforcement resisisds That
| denial must be made, net only by the va«
| represented States, but by all men in the

deter

is most oflensive, unreasonable, and anjust
| shall very willingly contribute one of the
vaoles by which it shall ba condemned,

Pul there are general objections which
| sland opposed 1o any propositions of amend

{ ments at this imeby Congress—I] mean the
submissicn by Congress ¢f ameudments-lo

' the Staies for their adoption.
1. Fust in order is the objection, and i is
a great if not fatal one, that eleven Sin'es

! couniry who hold tha views of the last and
of the present ezecutive Admicsiraions.—

.;:'md the fact of the attlemptl to force an

| amendment upon the couniry against so
larze a mass ol opinion will only prodoce
t “bad blocd” and increase the difficulties of

Siate iree to regnlate suffrage for itself, it ' enumeration vpon an argument w_t‘h haa
imposes a panalty npon it if it decide in a | no relation to them.

particular way. No malier how sirong, or
even imperalive,may be the reasons azainst

lowering the standard of saflrage in a State ulation since the outbreak of the war, ‘I hat |
to the capacity ol tha negro or Chinaman, | mertalily has been very great. aund has been |
the State mus: do it or be stripped of the  estimated to amountio a fifth part
Constitational right 10 fall representation whole,

which sha now helds. It is virtvally a de-
cision by Congress that 10 withhold negro
suflftage to any extenl or for any capss is
criminal and jostly obnoxious to punish-
ment, and that tha! ponishment shall be im-
posed by three fourths of 1le S'ates upon
the remainder bo means o! a constitutional
amendmendment.

3. The argoment dees nol lake into ac-
coort the rate of mortality in the slave pop.

of the

the census of 1870 wiil show a decreass o!

the necro population withia the late slave

; \
States,as compared with the census of 1560 |

of much more than ome million. At all
eventls, the rate ol mortality during the last
our years
il cannol be exactly-stated, it is a fact which

mus! not ba overlooked. Buotto the whole

Arain, the amendment makes no change  oxtent of decreased numbers among this

in the apporiionment ol direct taxeés among
the Stales hey are to be apporioned ac-
cording tc the whole population. There is
1o be no abatement,in proporiion to the dis-
franchisement of the State in her represen-
1ation, although vnder the Constitntion s it
and
representation are pat upon the same basis,
While the rule for the latter 18 changed, the

| rule for the former 15 1o remain onalieraed.

Buat it must be manites: that if either is 10
chanoed. it should be the wule of 1axation
I'be growth of the couniry,

wealth in particular districts and States, 10 a

aggregaling

people the arguoment | am answering fails, |

and it may be still further weakened here-
alter.
4
sound and satisfactory, it would not justify
this ameodment, but one of a2 very difleren
if the addition of two-fifths of

tha late slars popuolalion 1o the

characler
represenia-
tive basis of some of the States is an anjust
or pernicions change requring a constito-

tioral amendment to correet it, that amend-

ment would properly be one which simply |
| representatives siand at our doors, compe-

removed the caose of complaint ; and an

wouid

amendment which

greater exient than in others, has made the  filths ol the negro population, laje siavas,

constitutional rule of 1axation poequal and
An old State, and espacially
is'more gbie 10 pay
agriculiural

a manufacluring Siate,
taxes than a new State, or an
one, and the distribotion of taxation accord-
ing 10 narebera will press muoch more heav-
ily upon the latter than upon the lormer.-

An amendment of the rale tharefore, which
wosld impose taxes among the Siales acs
cording to the laxable property in each, in
stead of according to the nuomber of inhab-
itants, mightsiand aboodantly fustified up-
an groands oi justice and CONVENieRCs —
but po such change is proposed by (s
\Whataver inconvenience or

hardship arises [rom the preseal rule,is dis-

and their descendants, should not ba count-

e

d, although (ree, would meel lhe whole re
quirement cof the arzument now under no-
And if it shoa!d be said that such

Lee, An

amendment could not be eonveniently ap-

plied.l answer al one nearly econivalen ”
! aANns ia 14l ] |

it,and moroe convenien! of applica
' “t all evenis, the argument

" ine

L, might
be sabstiluled.

amendment npnow

pending,whicl deparis from i1 to the whole

exient of the Iree eolored population before

he war,. (0 the whole extent of Lthree filths

of the slave population, and also ol all Asi-
ic

atic inltabi:ants ol the FPacil States, (Of

v ]
o the

point according

course | staie this

existing facts, suTrage Dbeing with-

regarded, and it is wholly ui:r:ucl-.ed_. while | beld from the negro and other inferior races

the rule ol apportionment,
wkich involves neither
hardship, bul proceeds, upon a just praci

ple of equality, is 10 be amended in a man-

re presen:aure

iconvenience nor

ner most odionz and objectionable.

This amendmeni is supporied n part up
that by- emancipation two-
filths of tha slave population are, under the

on the ground

operat:on of the existing Constituion added general adopiion.

1o the represeniative basis im the Sousthern

Siates, that therefore an amendment 1s nec:

- reansa of
essary 10 prVEn\ a i)Ub‘.lHe inpcrease 0%

southern power.

in all the States where their naombera are
considerable, my own included.
this particular argu

i the

consude;

Having asswered
nt

ameundment, 1

forward o
remains Lo
whether the role of representation
to population, o1 number of

ale, is nol the proper one for

me bioughl in sopport

L only
| |
i

aceord-

IBY he whole

persons in & >

The ezceptional case of
removed

a ;Jli?l;:Il'Lt'!. 5!3!". Elave 15 now

I
uer

may cou

reference 1o that distorbing capre

Certainly c uglathers thought population

withool
| o)

| &

This argument may be repelied upon sev- ' be the proper basis fer 1hey esiablished it

eral aroands, which | procee\l jo siate

1. The rule for counting the whole popu-
lalion wes ariginally ntended to be resirain-
ed onl# so long as slavery should exisl.
was intended by the fathers that whenerer
emancipalion took place in & State, the
emancipated population shoold pass inio
Therelore,

the representalive badis. in

for themelves and for us, limited only by

a temporary provision, which met the ex-
ceptivnal case ol the slave. Cestainly even
of flliteen 1howu

I\he commillea ropuia

zh
lation & better basis than any other,|
t suggesl property

.{'.".'ﬂ:_"l. or any o
And if we pass

do ne electoral

calion ther gereral bas:s

as a subslitote irom ag-

amending the Coastitution a8 proposed, we thorily 1o reason, what can be more clear

intention and overtule their
this subject, Have we
limes

deleat 1heir
jndgment ppon
not been loid a
fathers expected siavery to cease in (he
conniry, snd took that expectation inio ae-
coon! in framing the lundamental law l—
Fhey did not even admit the term “slaves”

that the

thousand

or “slavery” into the Constitaiion, but de- equal hand

seribed sldves, in the clanse we ara consid-

afh eqnalily ol the
Unr qqueslion CoOcerns

than the convenience
rule of population 7
the represenjation of Slales as soch, and a
rule which shall be perlectly uniform as to
all; and nperale equally upon allis the rule
i and of wisdom,

the

alike Vout
amendment strikes at
!:aparl ol lhem

upon

of ‘ustice
States with un-

will be wholly
wili

nnaffected by i1, while others i

ering as “‘ciher persans, gfier naming iree | bo, and was intended 1o be, an insirument

men, and in the fugilive slave clavse as tocoerce their inlernal policy,
' perscns heud 0 service and labo:. They | them for the iree and independen! exercise

anthorily to prohibit the
1808,

gave Congress

slave ‘rade alter the words

under

or to ponish

of their own judgment. On the countrary.

the rule of population presses nowhere and

“prohibiting wmigratioa or immigration ol offends nowhere. [t ollers no tribe on the

. ar nd " n nunieh P g -
personb," and it was well known to them  one haud, and inflicis no punishment on | poesed hare.

hat the States had then already begun to
emancipate their slaves. The Pennsylva-
nia statue of emancipation had been passed
a few years

in the same direction. Unquestionably,

the other. liiends 10 Larmony, because il
produces no Jdiscontent. Desides; what bel-

ter rule for the securily of loca!l interests

before, and other States | than that of population can be conceived !
' had 1aken, or were about to take, steps Thal cl volers s open 1o most weighty ob- | be less suited 1o the calm duties of sates-

jections, some of which have been well

| therefore, they contemplated thal the three staled,both inthis Senate and in the House. | meuls

| do not think it impossible that |

is fearfully great, and though |

BDat if the argument were perfectly |

{
provide that two !

| are unrepresented in the Senate and House.
| They are not heard in debates which may | Our sitnation. You will ‘nof, probably, ges
affect their interests and welfare in all {u. Your amendmenis assented o by the nom-
tare timeo, Nor can those who represent ber of Siates which, in the opinion of the
| them vote here upon any guestion. | know Presidefit and Secretary of Siale, are nec-
it may be said that these Stdtes withdrew | essary to their- adoption. Aund' then ihe
{rom our companionahip in 1831, and that | QUestion comes ap, is it wise (o raise this
by their own fault they stand uurepresented | Subject of difference to disturb our foture
hera. This was the anewer (o ke argu- | connsels? Besides, it is to be considered
| ment that they were absent when the that the very manner, the spirit ia which
amendment abolishing slavery was under | /kese amendments are proposed is wrell
| consideration in Congress. Bol | insist that | calculated to dhfeat their cordial accsplanés
tlhe case hss wholly changed esince that | by the whols conatry, The whole pro
time. They wfe then voluntarily absent. ceeding looks like a piece of sharp made
{ I'hey were desiitute of State organizations  83emeni by a Cunsfﬁﬂiom‘l majority fo
us and submis- | consolidate their own power, and to force
| sive 10 our Constitation and laws, and ma- | @Mencments upon the people of the coun-
| jorities of their population ‘were hostitle 1o | N sl least vpon a large part of them,
| ue and overbore the loyal pasts, There was | Without full consideration and their free as-
| then total State incapacity, self produced, %°b% : : :
lor any action whatever within this Gov.| FPut il amendments are to be proposed at
| emment. They discllarged here no daties | 1hi® time, | insist thet the whole subject of
| amendment shall be opened, and that we
| ehail not be confined 10 those which have
elready emanated {rom the commiltee of
( filteen,or been presented ih the iwo Houses®
| There are othérs much mors deserving of
| favor and adoption, and much more likely
| o receive, untimaiely, that degree and ex-
| tent of favor which should always sopport
conslitutional changes. '
The first is a change in 2enatorial reptes
senlation 1o ramove or miligale existing in-
equality, which might sssume the form

]' which were in accord with

Jd 5.1 bl T

and they could exercise no powers. Dol
| how stands the case now ! What a change
from that day of centliet to this of peace ;
from rebellion {0 submission ; from hostile
Those
Siates are not now absent of choice, but by
Their

Siale o:ganizations to ' loyal ones !

our own act, or our failure to act

tent and lake pard in our pro-
ceedings, und 10 assist in the common work |
of The reason which existed
on a former occamon, which was urged

willing 1o

government.
or

x | P ot
' ppon a former oceasion, for our separate | *US3esied by me in a former part of my

present remarks. - | mean the division éf
ihe present the Siates into thres classes, according to
necossity now ihat we | Pumbers of populatica, and assingiog =
. | Jitferent represeniation 10 each ¢lass. To
be an act of choice and not ¢t compulsion. | e 2y ige iNcreg o pnpnllii-‘:)n eres
represented here | consequent inconvenienl ig-
viey grave work | Crease in the unumber of Senators, it will be
sl taw which | well also lo provide thal the numbers upon
which the claseification is based shall be
| raised hereafter, some rule of proporticn
between them beging siil! retained.
| 1 itshoutd be said tkat the concleding
 clause of the flth anicle ef the existing
| Constiintion stands opposed to any improve-
‘ecure iself against | MENt in the rele of senatorial representa™
| tion, | answer (katthal clause itsell may ba
may proposs. i s rescinded, !f it be alleged that such amend-
| ment would be revolutionary in character,
or at least a violation of the faith pledged
by the States 16 each other in forming the
Counstilut.on; | answer, it would vo more
| bear such imputation than wounld aR amend-
. ment regulating euffrage in the Siates,or
]any other which wonld concsrn the inters
nal policy ot any State, which may be in=
dependent of, temotely cotnected with,
those general objects for which the Con-
| stitation was made ; and saclt objection will
Weply with equal lored to the smendment
e Constitution should be made | iready adopted for the sbolition of slavery
ject’ of mere party smendment 1— | i the States.  lno lact, the sbolition amend-
oh bad in iself #nd of | Ment, and omendments tegulating State
The excesses | *uilrage, or other question of exclasive
State policy, would be mech more obnox-
| ious 10 the obieciion Jhan one regulating
' tha Cenate of the Uniled

in proposing an amendment (o the

acthwcn

wholly

Conetituiie lails in
T
£

acl alone; and of

vl

case ere 18 no

we do not act alone 1t will

after, with o

Le! the whole couniry be
belore we enler upon tae
of changing the lundament ]
o extend to all and to bind all.

Loother obiection to immediate
ment is the probability that any amend-
ment made at this time will be a partisan
amendment. The party in the majority for
lime being will, naturally enough, =eek lo

0 amend

Is power,i"
public sentiment, in any

perpetuate

0.

lgture cha-r;t-q
amendment which it
not obliged 1o consull or conciliale any op-

posing intérest ifi proposing of passing a |
the Houses of Con-
Possesging a (wo-thirds vote in each
and perform its will in de-

remonsirance

1aln
..]_.,,.'. Y54 9%

resgution WO
Rress
tHoose, it can do
fiance o! any opposition or
' f[rame amendments in the
&%

Possess~

I'ne templation |
a parly will
by

- S 1sTalbl 04 s i
ng unci niralied,

hea

imeresis ol 100 g:r-.mg

sell-resistance or
power for the
handd, is Idle 10

pmmediale  purpe

L pect from n Bat God

X ] JII'T;L\‘H.']: action

1OTO that
the sal
Ihe lac: will be

]
o

evil example in lolure times

{ parly, as exhibired in ordi-

be speedily corrected
tified witly | Tepresentation in
sreat facility whenever their the latier world relaie toa
: i Federsl question wholly beyond separate
State action, and capable of regulation only
in a new form, by the ameniment power of
the Constiipiion.

If, then, amendmenta ol the Conslilution
ect of constitalional ameadment.  Their | 878 now 0 be proposed, this one must be
actien will be voluntary upon this eabjeet, | ©20° leredym and ite cg:mderal_ion will b'
and quite unprompted by any public sentis | pressed. z_r the hand ::;1 ulorfn is to be laid
ment manilested in their election. [t is bt | VPO O8F !uz;‘inme:ila': law, W m_nu oot be
pular concideration permiited to strike 1:‘.:9::01: points where

change is desired, and omit to sirike this

! point of senatorial inequality. That in-
equality must be corrected, and it will be
corrected.  Six Stales oul ol tijirty-six, ot
sut of (be greater number which we will
have herealter, cannot suceesslolly resist &
gress, chiosan  Whee ‘assions fpro;:f__lhfiuﬁ to depri?’a them ?[ an Illljlifl ?t
sadiviolinse ahroad fx ibe ia -..'aon'.:re:_-.'.e ;iaurer. in the bovern:?em, in
’ ¢ : ¢ 11 | derogation of the inierests and againsi the
necessarily partake of \he passiona ol the | ; i L
time when its members were chosen, and | P00 af:d will of lhe‘nlh'er Sl‘ltel. [ say,
| then, that il represenctation in this Govern-
| ment is 1o be changed al all by constitution<«
' 8l amendment, the representation of the
| East_ most and will be reduced 1o an equal=

and wgustiice

nary legisiation, can

l.aws can be mo or repeale :
SNinra Var
Dtares, or

i perlections
tution is &

become manifest ; bot the Conat

permanent insirument, and bad provisions |

once placed in it cannot be easily removed
I'ie members of this Congress were |

y relerence 1o the sut-

3,

not chosen with any

;’!(

should be given 1o questions of amendment

reasonabla that some

before they are sanctioned or proposed by
Congress, Butno swven consideralion hae ¥

= ~
been given by 1

-~

e people to any one of the
peo] )
which are now pro-

Besides, thisis a war Con-

yanous amendments

were warm

nd. It must

manship iuvelved in proposing amend-

the Pre it. and has been free from
| any actual interference of military force ;

‘and the govérnments set up have been
| reevugnized by the President as valid and
¢omplete. Why shonld not Coopgress
also recognige them?. Why should ot
| Senators and niatives chosen un-

4. Whatever amendmen!s are now pro-

filths clavse would expend itsell in the That of propeny is odioas and anti-repabii-
posed by Congreas are to be sobmitled to |

from enumeration for purposes of repre- course of 1ime, and that the whole popula. | can. Oae basedwmn territorial divisions is |

senlatios in the lower I-y.mae of Congress. | rion of the States wounld fall within the rule | cot of the question. The only possible one ' Legtslatores, and not to popular conven-

. = a o . : - & . 8 o 0 e hae .

That is thé vely remarkable pmpnailion‘- of representation which they established.— | 15 that which already obtains for the Senate, | liousio the States ; and® mospof those [_‘"-‘B

. . 1 * . - " 2 sd a3 Binall r | » : be t W In Se&sion.
which comes [rom the commillee ol filleen, [ say, then, with confidence, (hat we have an< 9 ivapplicable to the more popular | islatares are to be the ones no :n

now realized a state of thinas which they | branch of Congress. | concinde, therelore. | T'he people are not to act opon tae amend=

and which has been approved by the House _ A X : -
of Repregeaiatives by a two-thirds vole.. | foresaw,and for which they made provision, that population is the simplest, mosi coave- s ki directly, nor io consider them t’" '“lf represeniation, infinitely more importedt
The amendment presents an aliernai:va . that emancipaiion.canaed by the war, i-—.‘-! nient, the most equal, and the salest of fui | way wha.ew.. _..!zher are nol even 10 eka.- | than aoy yet mentioned; to-whidh R

is not an onexpected or unforeseen event, rules which-can be proposed for popuiar lowed the privilege of electing members |

to each Stale in which persous af au ivferior =5t . : L& T b - fof 1o the | 1€0lion of Congress and of the American
'%Pt‘mm‘p.! h_fﬂﬂﬂd,.yhlh.t Asiais | reqni;ing_a ch""’e of the consitiational rule :up:enen;atmn,and that 1t 18 necessary alike | of their egisialures wi relerence "0 e l peopie shonld ‘Ga wm“’ diuol.d. N'

2 Alricpns. [Pacific States it may ieh :hay esiablished, if we are 4o Ye | 10 parlicular interests and wellare of all the | question of ravification. 8o that, inm point | s < 4

k.'m'm@_h‘;:'?.‘iih m“ s.;:::::: ' ::i:;:d by Y“” views -;d obinioni which Slnpl'en_. I would leave the existing rals vo- | ol fact, the _!“"‘P" _a“" “_‘_'t ke ! T:f::n z:;’?;;;:::g:il;di.l“'i.: ?ﬂm
3 wm: will apply 107the laitery | they held opon the subjeet of represcaias enanged forever, or at least so long as our | smendments in electing the "lﬂ"n'”“ of or produce results equally W“

o alieroative in that soflrage’ shali be | jion. Nor, i this foint of view, can it | Republic continues 1o be 00 of the Pow- | Congress who propose them, not in select-| = T0 L o L Ll
d to such rase: generdlly wpon ths | make any differance tbai smaocipation is | ers of the eanh. | would not exchange it | ing tbe Legislatores which are fo raiify o) {0 elecvions of msroers of CORGSE.

ity with that of other sections of the Union;
and 1o this work the Represetatives of the
| great States will devole themselves with a
zeal perseverance which wil koow no
| abatement until justice shall be secured.
But there is sanother improvemeat im

] sons of sgeh race or color shall be excloded |
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